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CRICKET AUSTRALIA 
Statement 

HON DR BRIAN WALKER (East Metropolitan) [6.26 pm]: Today is one of those days, is it not? I really wanted 
to speak about cricket; what a wonderful day it has been as well. Moving on from that, I was wondering whether 
we can bring our government and the cricket team into some degree of concordance. We certainly can. A lot of 
spin is going on. 
Hon Matthew Swinbourn: They didn’t use any spin; it was all pace today! 
Hon Darren West interjected. 
The PRESIDENT: Order! Cricket puns are not welcome. 
Hon Dr BRIAN WALKER: The cricket tragics amongst us are now coming to the fore. 
The trouble I have seen is the claim on the one side that Cricket Australia failed the examination but it is saying 
that the government was not dealing well with this, so there is spin on both sides. To be honest, I think I trust 
Cricket Australia more than the government at times, but there we are. 
Hon Matthew Swinbourn: They didn’t always turn their back on Western Australia. It took how many years for 
us to get a test match in the first place? 
Hon Dr BRIAN WALKER: That is very good. One of my quotes is: the ability we have to sit and watch WA 
lose at the WACA is a test of our patience. 
We have a real test coming for us now with COVID and the border coming down and whether we can tempt tourists 
back into WA. I gave my budget reply speech some weeks ago when I was looking at how we will recover. I am 
quite concerned that we are letting things slide a bit. Looking at what is happening, and the tourists coming in, I see 
Jenna Clarke in today’s The West Australian said that it was probably not a good day to — 

… piss off organisations we’ll probably want on our side in the coming months when we need to attract 
tourists, workers and visitors back to our piece of paradise.  

That is a perfectly valid point, but the language may not be quite as nice. We should be doing everything, with 
government flexibility, to bring tourism back to Western Australia, and work out how to improve the balance of 
payments through imports and exports. 
On top of this concern I had, I see that the “Prime Minister of New South Wales”—that is what I call him—is 
talking about joining the United States of America in a diplomatic boycott of the Beijing Winter Olympic Games. 
I thought: My goodness! Here we have another cack-handed attempt at following on from Big Brother, the bully 
in the block—a failing bully in the block. To quote one of my friends, this is a perfect “fustercluck”. We need to 
be looking to improve our relations with Asia. To say that athletes will not compete in next year’s Winter Olympics 
because sport and politics should not mix is at best redundant and at worst mindless, off the back of a decision to 
insult one of our largest trading partners and the home of countless international tourists and students. It is just 
pandering to the white middle-class political stereotypes coming from our friends across the Pacific. 
I have said it before and I will say it again: America is not our friend. It is not our enemy, either. We need as a state 
to strengthen our position, rather than pandering to particular nations. We need to stand here proud, independent 
and self-sufficient. I put it to this house that we need to stand strong for WA and lead Australia into true independence. 
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